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‘Reid’ it and weep:
coerclve system
norm in Canada §

off remark,” such as “we are beyond

Intel r:oganon method <k
hailed by some, And then, the final stage.
eriticized byothers = h o mes 8 kcheique |
explains that he understands why
He tells him that others will under-
stand and that the suspect will feel
better once he confesses. :
The interrogator then offers alist
of explanations, each less morally
- e damaging than the next — “Did you '
; R, plan itor was itaspurofthemo- | -
SOLOMON FRIEDMAN ment act?” “Have you done this be- |
; s fore or was this a one time thing?® |
Many will remember OPP Det. |
n Dec. 14, 1955, Naney Parker  Sgt. Jim Smyth’s 10-hour interroga-
was brutally murdered in her  tion of former colone! Russell Wil- |
home in Lincoln, Neb. liams. i
Her hands and feet were bound. Atone point, Smyth asks Wil- {
Her face was badly bruised. There  liams to explain his behaviour. -
was a single cord tied around her “] don't think you want thecold- |
slender neck. blooded psychopath option,” Smyth
Later, a forensic examination suggested, in classic Reid fashion. |
would reveal that Nancy Parker ‘While some have hailed the Reid :
had been beaten, sexually assaulted  technique for its remarkable results |
then strangled. and track record at eliciting confes- G
Nancy's husband, Darrell, had sions, others have been less charit-
come home on his lunch break from  able. !
his job as city forester, he told po- In 2012, a judge of the Alberta
lice, when he came upon the grue-  provincial court held that, stripped
some scene in the master bedroom.  to its bare essentials, the Reid tech- |
Suspicion quickly fell on Darrell,  nique is a guilt-presumptive, ag- |
and following Nancy's burial, the lo-  gressive, psychologically manipula- ‘l
cal police asked him to come down  tive procedure whose sole purpose |
to the station for questioning. is to extract a confession. !
He was confined for12hoursin  Accordingly, the court ruled that |
awindowless room with a man the confession obtained fromthe | t
named John Reid. Reid-style interrogation was in- |
BRAD .
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Hewmmnﬁnedfmlzhoursm
a windowless room with a man
named John Reid.

John Reid wasn't a police officer.
Hewasaformamp,mer hav-

By 1955, John Reid made his liv-
ing as a private consultant — a pro-
fessional polygraphist, investigator
and renowned interrogator. He was
the father of a new method of po-
lice interrogation — known today as
‘theReidtechnique.

buttonoavail.()nlunez.wﬁﬁ a
Lancaster County jury convicted
him of murder, At trial, the state’s
evidence consisted almost entirely
of his confession to Reid.

Today, the Reid technique is the
most prevalent interrogation meth-
od in the world.

3 ‘o

Amvdmgiy thecourtmledtlm '
the confession obtained from the
Reid-style interrogation was in-
voluntary and therefore inadmis- |
sible. !
In addition, numerous US. aca-
Reid technique produces ashock-
msnumbwdfa]sewnfmiomes- |
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Today, the Reid technique isthe  tion by a suspect of the interro-
most prevalent interrogation meth-  gator’s pre-packaged and precon-
od in the world. ceived version of events.

It is used widely by Canadian po- And in Canada, unlike the United
lice forees, including the Ottawa Po-  States, all of this happens withouta | {
lice Service, the Ontario Provincial  lawyer present.

Police and the RCMP. ' By the way, whatever happened to

The Reid technique eschews the  confessed murderer Darrell Parker?
old-school “third degree” in favour In 1988, Wesley Peery, who was
of a more subtle and sophisticat- then on death row, confessed to the
ed approach. Gone are thedaysof  killing of Nancy Parker. Peery had
angry threats, the rubber hose or done some work around the Parker
the dreaded phone book beatings.  home and the method of Nancy's

Reid taught a high-intensity “the- murder matched Peery’s other vic-
matic approach” to interrogations,  tims exactly.
generally involving four distinct In 1991, Darrell Parker was grant- |
stages. ed a full pardon by the Nebraska |

First, the suspect is held in cus- Pardons Board. In 2012, Neb- :
tody, completely isolated from his raska Attorney General Jon Brun-
normal surroundings. Hence, the ing apologized to Parker for the ‘-
modern interrogation room. The wrongful conviction. The state paid
longerthesmpectlsheld,mcbet- him $500,000 in compensation,

the maximum under Nebraska’s

&wnd,ahmstnmm@ztdyupon Wrongful Conviction Act.
the commencement of the interro- And the Reid technique? In 1966,
gation, the officer informs the sus-  the US. Supreme Court, in the now
pect that his guilt is obvious. Every-  famous Miranda decision, singled
one knows you're guilty, the interro-  out the Reid method for creating a
gator repeats. I know it, the other hostile and coercive environment.
officers know it, and you know it. So It held that, because of Reid and
don’t lie to me. This is repeated ear-  similar approaches, suspects need-
ly and often. ed to be informed of their right not
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