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Miseries and mysteries of murder

Continued from Page 18

niages of justice, including the Parker
vase,

And there were Conen and fellow
tawyer Toney Redmnan who iler-
viewed Peery,

Coben rocalled Peery telling how
he onee knocked a prison guard un-
cunscious to reb him, ten decided (o
kill him when he found a knife tn the
anard’s pockel. Peery slit the guard's
throat.

Why the leap from robbery 1o mur-
der? Redman asked

“Wes Jooks at Toney with these re
ally cold blue eyes and says, Toney,
vou doa't have to have a reason to kill
somebody,”  Cohen recalled

The tragic story began at lowa
State where Darrell Parker met
Nauney Ellen Morrison of Windsor
Heights, a home economics major
They were married in 1954 and had
no children.

Professor McNabb helped Parker
land his first job as city forester in
Lincoin, Neb.

Parker had been trimming Christ-
mas trees at the Nebraska Capitol in
Lincoln before coming home for
lunch on Dec. 14, 1955, in nearby An-
ielope Park
Brutal Death

He (old police he found his wife's
body in their bedroom when he gol
there

She had been beaten and strangled
Pieees of twine and clothesline were
waound around her peck Her hands
were bound behind her, IHer sweat-
shitrt was torn, her blue jeans were on
the floor and her underclothes lay on
the hed. Two handkerchiefs. each
nearing the initial *D,” were stuffed
nio her mouth.

Bruckner and Cohes said evidence
showed she had been raped

Parker was arrested a few days
after his wife's funeral in Des Moines
and confessed during a grucling 12-
&our interrogation session

A1 his trial and in later appeals,
Parker maintained the confession
had been coerced

The intervogator was Joan Heid, 3
noted Chivago criminologist, lie-de
tertor specialist, hypnotist and cosu-
thar of books on crimunal interroga-
tions and confessions.

Hix books and tactics were among
these eriticized by US. Supreme
Court Chief Justice Earl Warren in
the Miranda decision, which was is-
sued 10 vears alter Parker's convie:
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&€ The worst thing
he ever did was
send the wrong
Sflowers to the
warden's wife’s tea
partp.3¥

~HRichard Breckner
Darrell Parker's lawyer

tion. That landmark ruling said a de-
teadant must be advised ol his
constitutional righis before he can be
gueslioned.

Al his trial, Parker said Reid beat
him. threatened kim and pulled his
halt in an elfort to gel a confession,
according to news accounts at the
th

“I was scared of him,” Parker tes-
tified. “He kept telling me | was go-
ing to fry and said he was going to
obtain a confession from me il it took
three days or a week ™

The questioning took place in a
small windowless room with only
Reid and Parker present. Parker tes-
tifted It continued until Le was groggy
and near exhaustion.

“1 dan't remember anything clear-
ly after that," Parker said.

Reid testified that Parker made bis
confession without any threats, prom-
ises or abuse. He said Parker con-
fessed that e killed his wife after she
refused his sexual ndvances

A jury found Parker guilly of
first-degree murder and he was sen-
tenced ta life in prison

Model Prisoner

Bruckner sanl Parker's prison re-
eord was spotless and that he lived
outside the walls of the penitentiary
alter ihe first year, lendiag a prison
nursery and traveling to take care of
plants and trees at other state institu-
tions

“The warst thing he ever did was
send the wrong [lowers to the
warden's wife's tea party.” Bruckner
said

Parker was unsuccessful in a series
of appeals, but tn July 196§ a federal
appeals court In St. Louis upheld
Parker’s contentlon that the confes-
sion was involuntary and ordered Ne-
brasks 1o give bim a new trial or free
him. He was freed on bond in Decem-
ber, 1869 after serving more than
13 years in prlson
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Legal battles continued, however,
until Parker won parole in 1970 after|
dropping his {inal appeal of the coo-
viction,

Parker moved to Bettendor! and
worked there and in Davenport. He
later moved to Moline, where lie
been supervisor of parks since 1970,
He has married again.

Peery Connection

Peery, meanwhile, was continuing
his life of crime, winding up in prison,
usually for crimes such as burglary
and rape.

Peery’s name actually had entered §
the Parker case early. Indeed, in
Parker's trial, a defense lawyer
maintained that Peery was the killer.

Peery had been employed by the
city of Lincoln and worked under
Parker. Ho had been doing some work
around the Parker home shortly
before the slaying.

In the early 1960s, Peery purport-
edly confessed (o the murder in a let-
ter, but he later denled that he'd writ-
ten it. A Nebraska judge refused to
admit the letter as evidence in one of
Parker’s appeals

By the late 19705, Peery, who had
spent most of his adult WWfe in prison,
was on Nebraska's death row for kill-
:;5 a store owner's wife during a rob-

Y.
Sald Bruckner "Wesley had a very
had heart and thought he had cancer
and knew he wasa'L going to come out
of the penitentiary alive.”

That’s when Peery came up with
the book idea.

Between about 1978 and 1980,
Peery gave taped and written confes-
sions to Cohen and Redman. Cohen
contacted Bruckner with the infor-
mation alter Peery died last July at
age 56.

Bruckner and Cohen are convinced
that Peery's confession of the Parker
murder is genuine.

Peery was able to draw a detalled
fiver plan of the Parker home, plac-
ing pieces of furnilure in the proper
place some 25 years after the crime.
And he recounted other details such
as birthmarks on the victim's body,

said

Long List of Murders

Peery’s string of confessed mur-
ders dated back 0 (he 1940s. They in-
cluded an elderly landlady and two
young hitchhikers. The murders were
spread across the country — Illinols,
Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, Oregon

and Washinglon.

Nikki Reisen, administrative assis-
tant to the Nebraska Board of Par-
dous, said if Parker files an applica-
tion for a pardon before Nov, 18, his
case cauld be reviewed by the board
In December,

Parker wants Lo say little aboul the
case until afler his pardon hearing,
except to say that he's pleased for the
chance to clear his name even though
it dredges up some sad memories.

I knew sometime along the way
what really happened would come
out,” Parker told Bruckner.
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Why the leap from robbery to mur-
der? Redman asked.

“Wes looks at Toney with these re-
ally cold blue eyes and says, ‘Toney,
vou don't have to have a reason to kill
somebody,” " Cohen recalled.

The tragic story began at lowa
State where Darrell Parker met
Nancy Ellen Morrison of Windsor
Heights, a home economics major.
They were married in 1954 and had
no children.

Professor MeNabb helped Parker
fand his first job as city forester in
Lincoln, Neb.

Parker had been trimming Christ-
mas trees at the Nebraska Capitol in
Lincoln before coming home for
lunch on Dec. 14, 1955, in nearby An-
telope Park.

Brutal Death

He (old police he found his wife's
bady in their bedroom when he got
there,

She had been beaten and strangled.
Pieces of twine and clothesline were
wound around her neck. Her hands
were bound behind her. Her sweat-
shirt was torn, her blue jeans were on
the floor and her underclothes lay on
the bed. Two handkerchiefs, each
bearing the initial “D,” were stuffed
into her mouth.

Bruckner and Cohen said evidence
showed she had been raped.

Parker was arrested a few days
after his wife's funeral in Des Moines
and confessed during a grueling 12-
nour interrogation session.

At his trial and in later appeals.
Parker maintained the confession
had been coerced.

The interrogator was John Reid. a
noted Chicago criminologist, lie-de-
tector specialist, hypnotist and coau-
thor of books on criminal interroga-
tions and confessions.

His books and tactics were among
those criticized by U.S. Supreme
Court Chief Justice Earl Warren in
the Miranda decision, which was is-
sued 10 years after Parker's convic-

tion. That landmark ruling said a de-
fendant must be advised of his
constitutional rights before he can be
guestioned.

At his trial, Parker said Reid beat
him. threatened him and pulled his
hair in an effort to get a confession,
according 1o news accounts at the
time.

T was scared of him,” Parker tes-
tified. “He kept telling me I was go-
ing to fry and said he was going to
obtain a confession from me if it took
three days or a week."

The questioning took place in a
small windowless room with only
Reid and Parker present. Parker tes-
tified it continued until he was groggy
and near exhaustion.

“I don’t remember anything clear-
ly after that,” Parker said.

Reid testified thal Parker made his
confession without any threats, prom-
ises or abuse, He said Parker con-
fessed that he killed his wife after she
refused his sexual advances.

A jury found Parker guilty of
first-degree murder and he was sen-
tenced to life in prison.

Model Prisoner

Bruckner said Parker's prisen re-
cord was spotless and that he lived
outside the walls of the penitentiary
after the first year, tending a prison
nursery and traveling to take care of
plants and irees at other state institu-
tions.

“The waorst thing he ever did was
send the wrong flowers to the
warden's wife's tea party,” Bruckner
said.

Parker was unsuccessful in a series
of appeals, but in July 1969 a federal
appeals court in St. Louis upheld
Parker’s contention that the confes-
sion was involuntary and ordered Ne-
braska to give him a new trial or free
him. He was freed on bond in Decem-
ber, 1969 after serving more than
13 years in prison.
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