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IN SCHOOL FIRE
HE CONFESSED

But Judge Finds Lad
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CLEARS BOY, 13
IN SCHOOL FIRE
| HE CONFESSED

But Judge Finds Lad;
Set Cicero Blazes

1

BY ROBERT WIEDRICH

A 13 year old boy was ad-
judged not guilty vesterday of
setting fire to Our Ladyv of the
Angels school on the ground
that evidence to substantiate his
confession was lacking.

The ruling was made by
Judge Alfred J. Cilella in Fam-
ily court. He said he was not
convinced that the boy had told
the truth in an eight page con- |
fession that he started the
blaze, which claimed the li\'esi
of 92 pupils and 3 nuns on Dec.
1, 1958, while a pupil in the
Catholic school at 909 N. Avers |
av.
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' Three Courses Possible
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Altho the court admitted in
evidence the bov's confession to
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The boy, howsever, said the
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processes of the law demanded
their diselnsure.

**His representation to the
child that his signature was
needed on the statement in order
that Reid might complete his
file was transparently false. In
siart, the child and his parents
woere misled

Cilella  ruled  first on  the
Cicern delinquency petition.

The boy, present in court with
Cogan and his father. remained
impassive.

Then Judge Cilella ruled on
the Our Lady of the Angels
fire, first pointing out that he
was doing so only because of
the deep public interest in {he
tragedy and the fact that the
boy had been charged with the
offense. ‘

The judge explained that, be-
cause he had already found the |
child to be a delinquent in the
Cicero arson cases, it could be
argued that “little can be
gained from a consideration of
the Our Lady of the Angels
fire.™

Lacks ‘Ahiding Conviction’

In ruling vn the school fire,
Ciella said, “Upon the evi
dence before i, the eourt does
not have an abiding conviction
that this child set the Our Lady
of the Angels fire.

“Such being the case, the
court will not burden this child
with the judicial determination
that he is responsible for that
tragedy.”

Sgt. Brown and his assistant,
Detective Robert Trinski, had
sought to question the boy in
the juvenile home since he was
surrendered to authorities Jan.
16. They were not allowed to
do so on the ground that the
boy's constitutional rights might
be violated.
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